
The Art of Impressionist Photography:
Creating Mind Blowing Images



“When the world is too 

difficult to comprehend…

create a new one”

Carol Anne



“Gather ye rosebuds while ye 

may…”

Robert Herrick



Instagram:

jazzycarolanne

Finding Beauty Everywhere



Impressionist Photography

• Something for Everyone - even if it’s not your 

style

• Lines, colour, light, technique are relevant to 

all photography

• Experimentation is for everyone!

• You don’t NEED special equipment

• Feel free to ask questions!



Impressionist Photography

• Impressionism

• Elements of Impressionist Photography

• Creating Impressionist Photographs

• Developing your own, personal style



Impressionism

The depiction of scene, 

emotion, or character

by details intended 

to achieve a vividness

or effectiveness more by evoking

subjective and sensory impressions

than by recreating an 

objective reality.





Elements of Impressionist 

Photography

* Light

* Colour

* Lines

* Emotion

* Technique

* Equipment

* Secret Sauce



What do you feel?





Impressionist Paintings





















Light

• Impressionist Photography is painting with light

• Harsh light is magical

• Experiment with directional light

• Dappled forest light

• Most important element

• Try overexposure



Love the Light You’re With







Light

• What is your favourite kind of light?

• Try to create some images in different light

• Experiment with challenging light conditions

• This is where the magic happens

• No matter what style of photography you 

prefer...experimenting with light will make you 

better



Light
• I love wide open aperture 

• Harsh light is my favourite

• Fast shutter speed

• Amazing bokeh

• ND Filters are your friend



Light

• Spend a day with light.

• Shoot subject matter from every angle of light

• Shoot during Light you don’t usually use

• Experiment!!!!



Light







Colour

• Very personal to each photographer

• Can be used to create a mood

• Blues and purples - spiritual

• Reds, yellows, oranges - vibrancy

• Colour is worthy of study





Colour



Colour

• Look at your photography

• What colours do you gravitate toward?

• What colours make you feel?

• Spend a day photographing colours



Monet could only see 

blues and greens

What colours do you see?





What are your colours?





Lines
Horizontal lines communicate tranquility



Lines
Diagonal lines suggest movement



Lines
Short multidirectional lines suggest momentum, 

energy or chaos



Lines
Curved lines suggest beauty, love or romance.



Romantic Lines



Lines
• What kind of lines do you prefer?

• Pay attention to the lines that speak to you

• Look through your photography

• Try grouping a series of images by line type

• Spend a day photographing lines

• Deconstruction is a superpower



Emotion

• The way to mastery of Impressionism

• Communicate what you feel with your images

• Capturing emotion draws people to your 

image

• Practice shooting an emotion

• Photography is Therapy





Emotion



Emotion



Emotion







Impressionist Photography 

Getting Started

• Inspiration

• Vision

• Technique

• Lenses





Inspiration

• What do you love?

• Make a record of inspiring images

• Look for themes

• Visit galleries



Vision

• Use a systematic approach

• Ask yourself questions

• What are you trying to 

communicate?

• What do you feel?



Technique

Impressionist Photography techniques 

are very personal and help to 

define your personal style.

Lines, colour, emotion, and light help to define 

your style

Everyone!



What is your 

style?







Techniques

• ICM

• Selective de focus

• Overexposure for water colour

• Spray bottle

• Lenses (part of my secret sauce)



Techniques

• Bokeh

• Filters, glazes

• 95% in camera - just me

• Experimentation



Techniques
• Photoshop

• Topaz

• Multiple Exposures - My Favourite SS

• Applications in camera or post processing

• Files of Images for ME

• Deconstruct















My post processing takes 6 

seconds or less

Mostly



Sometimes I don’t process at all. 

Sometimes I process heavily















My Equipment
• Sony A6300, Canon T7i (back up)

• Huawei P20 ProMate

• iPhone 14Pro Max Plus

• Everything Manual

• Old lenses with adaptors

• M42 lenses easily adapt



My Equipment

• Lenses with high number of aperture blades

• Super Multicoated Takumar

• Meyer Optik Gorlitz 15 blades

• Old Sigma 125 2.8

• Any old zoom



iPhone 14Pro Max Plus

• Best camera is the one you have with you

• Slow Shutter App

• AvgCamPro - ME SS

• Reflect

• 400mm microscope Amazon





Get a bokeh 

monster!

SS

Experiment!



High Aperture Blades
Schneider Xenar 3.5/240: 30 blades 

Noflexar 5.6/400mm: 24 blades 

TAIR-11A 2.8/135mm: 20 blades 

Komura Koki Tokyo 2.8/135mm: 20 blades 

Meyer-Optik Grlitz Orestegor 4/300mm: 19 blades 

CZJ Biotar T 5.8/2, 58/2 (manual): 17 blades 

TAIR-3S 4.5/300mm: 16 blades 

Steinheil Mnchen Culminar 135 & 85mm: 16 blades 

Sankyo Kohki Komura 105mm f/2.5: 16 blades 

Isco-Gttingen Tele-Westanar 135mm f/3.5: 15 blades 

Ernst Leitz Wetzlar Summarit: 1.5/5cm: 15 blades 

Ernst Leitz Wetzlar Hektor 13,5/4,5: 15 blades 

Vivitar 85/1.8 (T-mount): 15 blades 

Jupiter-9: 15 blades 

Meyer Trioplan V 100/2.8: 15 blades 

Meyer Orestor (preset Pentacon) 135/2.8: 15 blades 

Meyer Telemegor V 180/5.5: 15 blades 

Meyer Orestegor 200/4: 15 blades 

Meyer Primoplan V 75/1.9: 15 blades 

Meyer Primoplan V 58/1.9 (manual, pre-set): 14 blades 

CZJ Flektogon T 35/2.8 (pre-set): 14 blades 

KMZ Helios 44 58/2 (old KMZ version): 13 blades 

ZOMZ Jupiter-3 Π 50/1,5: 13 blades 

Meyer Telefogar V 90/3.5: 12 blades 

Meyer Trioplan 50/2.8: 12 blades 

CZJ Biotar T 58/2 (early pre-set model): 12 blades 

CZJ Biometar 80/2.8 (pre-set): 12 blades 

CZJ Tessar T 40/4.5 (manual): 10 blades 

CZJ Biotar T 75/1.5 (pre-set): 10 blades (round at f/1.8 and f/16) 

Meyer Helioplan V 40/4.5 (pre-set): 10 blades 

Meyer Primagon V 35/4.5 (pre-set): 10 blades 

Asahi Auto Takumar 35/2.3: 10 blades









Secret Sauce

• Develop your own distinctive style

• Even if Impressionism is not your thing

• Don’t be afraid to use your phone

• You do not need expensive gear

• Multiple Exposure!!!

• Files of bokeh, texture, light, moons, backgrounds







My Style

• Cool colours

• Curved lines

• Emotion

• Softness

• Otherworldliness (weirdness)















Applications

• DistressedFX Plus

• Impresso

• Lens Distortions

• Reflect

• IC Painter



Look Up!!!!



















Questions?



Thank you!


	Slide 1: The Art of Impressionist Photography: Creating Mind Blowing Images
	Slide 2: “When the world is too difficult to comprehend… create a new one”  Carol Anne
	Slide 3: “Gather ye rosebuds while ye may…”  Robert Herrick
	Slide 4: Instagram: jazzycarolanne  Finding Beauty Everywhere
	Slide 5: Impressionist Photography
	Slide 6: Impressionist Photography
	Slide 7: Impressionism
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Elements of Impressionist Photography
	Slide 10: What do you feel?
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Impressionist Paintings
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Light
	Slide 23: Love the Light You’re With
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Light
	Slide 27: Light
	Slide 28: Light
	Slide 29: Light
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32: Colour
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: Colour
	Slide 35: Colour
	Slide 36: Monet could only see blues and greens
	Slide 37
	Slide 38: What are your colours?
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: Lines
	Slide 41: Lines
	Slide 42: Lines
	Slide 43: Lines
	Slide 44: Romantic Lines
	Slide 45: Lines
	Slide 46: Emotion
	Slide 47
	Slide 48: Emotion
	Slide 49: Emotion
	Slide 50: Emotion
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53: Impressionist Photography Getting Started
	Slide 54
	Slide 55: Inspiration
	Slide 56: Vision
	Slide 57: Technique
	Slide 58: What is your style?
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61: Techniques
	Slide 62: Techniques
	Slide 63: Techniques
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70: My post processing takes 6 seconds or less  Mostly
	Slide 71: Sometimes I don’t process at all.   Sometimes I process heavily
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78: My Equipment
	Slide 79: My Equipment
	Slide 80: iPhone 14Pro Max Plus
	Slide 81
	Slide 82: Get a bokeh monster! SS Experiment!
	Slide 83: High Aperture Blades
	Slide 84
	Slide 85
	Slide 86
	Slide 87: Secret Sauce
	Slide 88
	Slide 89
	Slide 90: My Style
	Slide 91
	Slide 92
	Slide 93
	Slide 94
	Slide 95
	Slide 96
	Slide 97: Applications
	Slide 98: Look Up!!!!
	Slide 99
	Slide 100
	Slide 101
	Slide 102
	Slide 103
	Slide 104
	Slide 105
	Slide 106
	Slide 107: Questions?
	Slide 108: Thank you!

